
Microbiological analysis,
(E.Coli, Total Coliforms) the

sample must be collected in a
sterile container (provided in your

kit if applicable).

Do not touch the inside of the cap or the
exposed neck of the bottle.

It is important to ensure that no
contamination from the hands, air or tap
will take place while taking the sample.

Chemical analysis ONLY, the
sample may be collected in any
clean, sample rinsed 1-10 litre

Container.

Do not include
sediment or
solids (soil

etc.)

Clean the tap
Metal Tap: Flame tap spout for a
couple of seconds with a spirits
lamp/lighter.
Plastic Tap: Clean it with a cloth
dampened with bleach/sanitizer.

Dam, Pool, River Sampling
Take samples by holding the bottle
with hand near the base and plunge
the sample bottle, neck downward,
below the water surface (always
wear gloves)

Purge the pipes
Open the tap fully and allow water to run for at least 1 minutes before sampling.
Borehole: allow water to run for at least 10 minutes before sampling.
New or stagnant boreholes: purge for a minimum of 6 hours before sampling

TAPS OR BODY OF WATER 

Take Sample

Fill the sample bottle, leave at

least 2.5 cm air space, and

replace cap immediately. 

Label your sample 

Label the sample with the

sample name, sample point and

sampling date.

Transportation & Delivery  

Samples must be transported on ice or with ice packs - temperature to be

kept at ± 1 - 4°C, not frozen within 24 hours of sampling for best results 

PLEASE NOTE: If microbiological analysis (E.coli, Total Coliforms) is

required, samples should be delivered, no later than 15h00 on Thursdays to

allow for incubation periods.



PLEASE NOTE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

SAMPLES should please be submitted
before 3PM at Set Point Labs. This

enables us to complete logging and
necessary analysis 

 ICE BLOCKS/PACKS please ensure
your samples are kept cool

We now offer Water
Sampling/Transporation Kits 

For CAPE TOWN and
JOHANNESBURG we now offer SAME

DAY COLLECTIONS 

In order for us to get the most
ACCURATE ANALYSIS possible water
samples need to REACH US within 24

hours of sampling. 
This will ensure the most accurate

results and quality control.


